
 

 

WAUPACA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes – August 6th, 2019 

Waupaca County Courthouse – Room LL43 
 

Chair McClone called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and gave the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll Call:  Chair Joe McClone, Vice-Chair Fred Zaug, and Supervisors Jack Spierings, Kevin Will and Pete 
Bosquez present.  Also present:  Jeremy Schroeder, Rich Luedke, and John Francis. 
 
Review and Approve Agenda:  Motion by Will, seconded by Bosquez to approve the agenda. Motion carried 
without a negative vote. 
 
Approve Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Motion by Spierings, seconded by Will to approve the July 2nd, 2019 
minutes. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment/Correspondence:  There was none. 
 
Review Proposed 2020 Budget:  Francis handed out the proposed 2020 Parks and Fairgrounds budget and 
explained the changes made and why the HR parts of the budgets varied so much from last year.  There were 
many changes that happened due to the reorganization last year.  There was discussion about long range 
planning for the Department and it was decided that there should be a meeting soon to discuss these things. 
 
Motion by Spierings, seconded by Bosquez to approve the proposed budget as presented.  Motion Passed 
without a negative vote. 
 
Storm Damage Impact Update:  Francis reported that the July storm had caused a lot of damage throughout 
the park system.  There was a large Oak tree that fell on the Commercial Building, busting through the roof and 
creating a hole in the side of the building.  This was in the process of being repaired and should be done prior 
to Fair.  There were several other trees tipped over or broken on the grounds as well as a few that have 
extensive damage that will need to be removed soon after fair.  A tree from the Fairgrounds fell on a neighbor’s 
shed and vehicle, this has been cleaned up.  In the parks there were many damaged trees but few damaged 
structures.  There was some damage to one of the shelters at Camp Vic-To-Rae as well as a broken culvert 
and a number of large trees.  A tree from Royalton Park fell on a neighbor’s car.  Keller Park had a group 
camping during the storm, Ann Casamassa came in and opened up the road so they were able to leave the 
park.  The Tomorrow River State Trail remains closed as staff were pulled from cleanup duties to work on Fair 
preparations and to catch up on normal maintenance issues in the busy parks.    
 
Sturgeon Trail Fishing Pier (New) – Francis explained that the Sturgeon Trail group was looking at putting a 
new fishing pier west of the guardrail section of the trail.  It would be 24’ long with an abutment at the ordinary 
high water mark and two piles at the halfway point.  He is working with the group to get the plans and run it 
past Zoning so there are no issues there.  Due to the structure being on the river side of the ordinary high 
water mark, this should fall under the DNR’s permitting process and the group has been told there would be no 
permit needed.  The Shadows on the Wolf group, who installs these structures, has done 19 of them already in 
other Counties.  The funding for the project will come from the Waupaca County Natural Resource 
Foundation’s Sturgeon Trail Fund.   
 
Director Report:  Francis reported that he had been contacted by a couple different parties regarding property 
they were putting up for sale.  He presented the two properties to the Committee.  There was discussion about 
each and the limited availability of funding for land purchases as well as the limited resources available to 
maintain any new properties.  Francis asked if he should gather more information on either of the properties 
and it was decided it was not necessary as there was little interest. 
 



 

 

Francis also reported that the Hog/Sheep Barn is almost complete, just needs gutters.  The Highway 
Department is working on getting the final grading and preparations done this week and hopefully paving by 
the end of the week.  He also reported that the Crystal River meeting went well, there were a couple outfitters 
that showed up as well as a concerned citizen, the Dayton Town Chair, and himself.  There was good 
discussion about what is happening on the river and it was decided that Hartman Creek, the Town, and the 
County should work together to have similar signs at all the access points so people are getting a consistent 
message as far as what is expected on the river regarding trash and such.  It was a good meeting and it was 
good to hear how the outfitters are helping to keep the river cleaned up. 
 
Fair preparations are in full swing.  Due to the storm damage cleanup, the timeframe for this has been 
compressed but we are on target for our normal turnover date if all goes well.  
 
Upcoming Meetings:    It was decided that there should be a special meeting on Thursday August 22nd at 
1pm at the Courthouse to discuss long range planning for the park system.  There will be discussion about 
where people would like to see the Park System in the next 40-50 years.  Then the Committee will head to the 
Fairgrounds for around 3pm to attend a recognition event at the new Hog/Sheep Barn extension in conjunction 
with the Hog show. 
 
The next regular meeting is scheduled for 9:00 am on September 3rd, 2019 at the Courthouse.   
 
Adjourn:  Motion was made by Zaug, seconded by Will to adjourn.  Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 
 
        Submitted by, 
 
 
 
        John D. Francis 
        Parks and Solid Waste Director 


